
Saanich Sommeliers 
Regular Monthly Club Meeting 

Minutes of June 14, 2016 Meeting 
 
Call to Order at 7:35 pm by President Mary Homer at the home of Julian and Lynne Elliot, 4019 White Rock 
Street, Victoria.  A quorum was declared with 20 member households (33 participants) represented.   Mary 
welcomed everyone and made special mention of the following guests: 

- Sheridan Scott, a friend of Julian and Lynne Elliott;  
- Christopher Schmidt, attended his second gathering (arriving late due to a work commitment)  

Mary spoke of the content of the meeting being made of three components:  Business Meeting,  Technical 
Program (educational in nature) and the Social portion of the evening.    
 
Review of Minutes from May 10, 2016 meeting:  
MOTION: To accept the May 12th minutes was moved by Dawn Robson and seconded by Frank Marion.   All 
voted in favour and carried.  
 
Correspondence: 

- Pat George is not able to provide notes on the “How to make Pinot Gris” presentation from the May 
meeting, as the vineyard is busy. She did note that she buys some items from Chelsea Petersen at 
Cellar-tek and offered for members to tag onto her order for supplies. 

- Harry Borris is home, clear of pneumonia & recovering from a broken arm.  His spirits are good. 
 
Reports:  

 Treasurer (Julian Elliott):  
The club has approximately $9,000 in the bank account.  Club financials are in good state.   

 

 Competition Coordinator (Murray Bierd):  
Saanich Sommeliers were well represented at the Provincials with 34 entries.  Medals and comment 
sheets were distributed.  Congratulations for the following wine makers: 

 

Wine Maker Gold Silver Bronze 

Tony Pearson 2 1 1 

Colin Nicholson 3   

Ken Stepushyn 1 2 1 

Rick and Mary Homer  2 1 

Ron Ramsdale   2 

Barry Edmonson   1 

Murray Bierd  1  

Julian Elliot  1  

Robin McNeil   1 

Donna Neve   1 

                          Totals  6 7 8 

 

 Vice-President  (Barry Edmondson): 
The program for this meeting will be to have the following winemakers describe how they made their 
medal-winning wines:  Rick Homer (silver medal), Ken Stepushyn (gold medal) and Colin Nicolson 
(gold medal) and enjoy a small sampling of the subject wines that they provided. 
 
The next club event will be a summer BBQ hosted by John and Jackie Wrinch at Starling Lane 
Vineyards.  The club will be providing a lamb on a spit for the enjoyment of the club members.  There 
will be an alternative made available for those that do not enjoy eating lamb.  Members (and guests, 
if applicable) will be required to bring potluck items for sharing.  There was some discussion on who 
would be able to attend (other than club members) and further communication from the Executive will 
be provided. 
 

 BCAWA (Rick Homer):  
AGM report: 

 The Nationals will be held on Sept 24
th
 at the Gloria Day Hall in North Vancouver. 

 Alberta may drop out of the AWC, which would only leave 3 provinces capable of hosting the 
Nationals.   

 The host for the Provincials next year will be a joint event with Italvino Wine Club and Capilano 
Cup and Key Wine Making Club and they will host the event in Vancouver.  

 
 



 The following were elected to the BCAWA Executive at the AGM in May 2016:   
o President - Mike Leeper (member of the Vinovan Club)  
o Vice President - John McMaster (member of VAWA Club) 
o Secretary - Sharon Beird (member of Saanich Sommeliers) 
o Treasurer - John Matkovich (member of Vinovan Club) 
o National Director - Doug Markin (member of Nanaimo Club) 
o Director at Large - Johnathan Klink (Chilliwack) 
o Director at Large - Rob Martino (Belcarra) 

 Next BCAWA Executive meeting will be Sunday - October 16, 2016.  
 

 Communications Officer (Ken Stepushyn):  
It would be good to share skills and knowledge within the club so a mentorship program was 
proposed and groups were coordinated.  Please contact Ken with any questions or if you would like 
to participate in this mentoring program (either as a mentor or as a mentee). 

 

 Grape Coordinator (Michael Jolicoeur):  
Michael reported on his recent grape procurement trip.  They were able to source Pinot Noir grapes 
from the Meyer Family vineyard in the Okanagan.  A bottle of their wine was provided as a sample 
and members were asked to contact Michael with any requests for purchase for grapes from this 
vineyard.   
 

 Wine Steward (Tom Sibbald):  
We will be purchasing more expensive wine ($25 - $30) for the club draw.  If anyone has any 
suggestions for wine purchases, please contact Tom. 
 

Old Business:  

 There are 6 people interested in the club crush (Pinot Gris grapes from Symphony).  We have access 
to at least 1500 pounds and interested people should contact Jack Miller.   Estimated price of the 
grapes are $1.25/pound. 
 

New Business:  

 Doug and Pat Bright were presented with their name badges. 

 Summer BBQ volunteers are as follows: 
o Set up:  Tom & Christine Sibbald and  Ken & Judy Watson 
o Tear Down:  Sandy & Glenda Kirk,  Jack & Heidi Miller, Sandy Bellows,  Dawn Robson 
o Games: Murray & Sharon Bierd 
o Potluck Coordinators: Donna Neve and Pat Bright 
o A duty list from Starling Lane was circulated. 

 Please submit any supply orders that you need to Colin. 
 
General Comments/Discussion  

 Bottle Draw:  a bottle of Francis Coppola Diamond Collection 2014 Claret (value: $35) was won by 
Don Thain; 

 Mary thanked:  
o Julian and Lynne Elliott for hosting the meeting  

o Marg Best for preparing the food this month.  

o Our Medal-winning wine-makers for sharing their wine and expertise 

 Our summer BBQ will take place on Sunday, July 24
th
 starting at 4:00 pm.    This potluck event will 

take place at Starling Lane Vineyard, home of John & Jackie Wrinch, 5271 Old West Saanich Road. 

 The next regular meeting will be held:     
 Date:  Tuesday, September 13, 2016 at 7:15 pm  
 Hosts:  Mike and Arlene McInnis 
 Location:  1966 Stellys X Road, Saanichton (ph: 778-426-3311) 

  
Adjournment:  
MOTION: To adjourn was made by Sandy Kirk and seconded by Colin Nicholson.  Carried.    
Meeting adjourned at 8:20 pm.     


